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Dear Organizers, Dear Guests,

Hungary is hosting a rather unique international event these days: in the framework of the 'Europe for Citizens 2007-2013' European Union programme, the Hungarian Association for Community Development has engaged in long-term European network-building involving two major European community development networks whose members, in direct contact with the citizens, work for the development of local communities in 25 organizations of 17 EU member states from Estonia to Spain, from Bulgaria to Sweden.

These networks, the Central and Eastern European Citizens Network (CEE CN) and the Combined European Bureau for Social Development (CEBSD), are meeting for the first time to build and expand their relations in the framework of an event organized by the Hungarian Association for Community Development in Budapest.

In the course of tomorrow's Europe Day and during the following days, the two European community development networks, which have, up to this date, worked separately, yet for an identical objective (namely for the development of civil society and democracy), will work together in a joint workshop, letting their members know each other, learn from each other, inspire each other, strengthen each other's efforts, and ultimately, finding appropriate forms for their co-operation, they will collectively seek for a common European dimension in their work.

 

This activity represents an organic follow-up to the international conference 'Developing European Civil Society through Community Development', organized by CEBSD, IACD and HACD in the year of Hungary's EU accession, on 25-28 March 2004. That conference, up in the Buda Castle, was attended by 130 representatives from EU and also from non-EU countries (community workers, research professionals, sponsors, decision-makers, governmental officers, NGO and community representatives), who shared their experiences in preparation for the accession of the 10 new member states. The participants to that conference released the so-called Budapest Declaration, which has since become a major European directive in the field of European civil society and community development.

It is my great pleasure to be the honorary patron of this networking event, for I am convinced that community development provides key support for reaching an active and democratic social involvement. As in other parts of Europe, in Hungary relations between government and civil society are getting closer and increasingly diverse. Today, we are not merely talking about state support for civil organizations and about the implementation of certain public tasks on the local level. The government is also making efforts to channel, on the one hand, the knowledge and experience accumulated by civil society into politics, and on the other hand, to involve NGOs in the decision-making process through professional meetings and public debates on different legal measures and actual grant programmes. Also, there is a substantial change undergoing in the relations between civil organizations and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which tries to bring the area of diplomacy and foreign affairs closer to citizens with the active involvement of non-governmental organizations. I believe that community development professionals can stimulate and activate society not only in the area of foreign affairs, but also in other political issues, thus becoming important promoters of a more complete democracy - built on active social participation.

I am confident that this event will provide a good opportunity for a genuinely fruitful exchange of ideas and an uplifting sharing of experience.

On behalf of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary, please let me welcome all of you here, with the sincere wish: may your efforts be successful!

Kinga Göncz

Minister of Foreign Affairs

